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[bookmark: _GoBack]Abstract:
Aim: To evaluate the indications and outcomes of airway management by submental intubation in patients with maxillofacial trauma, and to describe the technique of submental intubation in detail and discuss its latest refinements.
Materials and methods: Of 161 patients admitted from January 2014 through December 2014 with maxillofacial trauma, 102 were operated on under general anaesthesia.  Seven patients underwent submental intubation for airway management.
Results: All patients were intubated safely. No desaturation episodes were noticed intra-operatively. At the end of the procedure, extubation was done without any complications. None of them required tracheostomy postoperatively. Postoperatively one patient developed fistula. There were no other postoperative complications in any patient.
Conclusion: Submental intubation is a safe method of endotracheal intubation with minimal morbidity. It is an effective alternative of tracheostomy in patients of faciomaxillary injuries in whom prolonged ventilatory support is not required.
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